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— The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers offered an update Wednesday on their ongoing investigation into 
contamination at the former Lake Ontario Ordnance Works and Niagara Falls Storage Site. 
During a meeting at the Town of Lewiston senior citizens center, representatives from the Army Corps and its 
engineering team unveiled the findings of a recent analysis they said shows some areas of the property where 
there are potential chemical risks to humans and the environment, but none so severe as to be a threat to 
public health in the surrounding community.  
“There’s nothing that would require an immediate action to address a potential health risk,” said Michelle 
Rhodes, acting project manager for the Niagara Falls Storage Site.  
Corps officials conducted a chemical risk assessment, focusing on 10 specific areas within the site, including 
underground utilities. In five of those areas, PCBs, metals and other potentially harmful chemical materials 
were identified as posing potential risk to humans or the environment. 
In several instances, the human risks involved exposure by individuals who may have reason to conduct 
business on the property, including commercial, maintenance or construction workers. Three areas examined 
by the Corps noted child and adult residents as potential risk groups. A third identified adolescent trespasser. 
The corps’ analysis assumed long-term chemical exposure by each of the potential risk groups in question.  
All potential areas of concern were noted and set aside for continued analysis and possible inclusion in a 
feasibility study for the overall cleanup project. The Army Corps is in the process of developing a 
Management Action Plan, a document that would describe the current status of the site and the steps needed 
to gain administrative closure. The Corps is about to embark on its fourth phase investigation at the site.  
“We’ve actually got our hands around LOOW,” Rhodes said. “We are going to break it up into 33 parcel 
groups and identify what has been done on it, what needs to be done on it to close out the properties.” 
Village of Youngstown Mayor Neil Riordan asked Army Corps officials if any progress had been made on 
the community’s request to have the agency recognize the status of the Lake Ontario Ordnance Works 
Restoration Advisory Board. The Army Corps stopped dealing with the group an was attempting for form a 
new board last year when the state Attorney General intervened on the original board’s behalf. 
“It’s absolutely vital to us that we have official recognition,” Riordan said.  
Army Corps representative Bill Kowalewski indicated that no progress had been made on the issue at his 
office in Buffalo. He indicated that any decision on the matter would likely come from officials at the 
Department of Defense. Army Corps representatives indicated that federal officials are currently preparing to 
invite the public to participate in the formation of a new advisory board which could be in place by as early as 
April 2010.  
Army Corps officials also said they are preparing to release a scope of work for the proposed demolition of 
Building 401 on the Falls Storage Site on Pletcher Road. The agency intends to use $6.5 million in federal 
stimulus money to support the project. 
Former Town of Lewiston Councilman Jim Langlois applauded the effort. 
“The building is a disaster,” he said. “It has to be removed.”
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Lewiston resident Amy Witryol used part of Wednesday’s meeting to press state and federal officials on their 
position on a recent request from nearby CWM Chemical Services for the Army Corps’ help in dealing with 
waste it identified as part of the company’s own site survey work. Witryol, who obtained letters from the 
Army Corps that indicate CWM has asked the agency to help manage “historical residues and artifacts” on its 
property, charged that taxpayers should not pick up the tab for addressing what amounts to the private landfill 
operator’s own problems.  
“Not one taxpayer dollar of Army Corps time should be devoted to cleaning up radiological contamination on 
CWM,” she said. “I hope residents will ask our congresswoman and U.S. senators to insure we do not 
subsidize CWM in any manner, any more.” 
Town of Lewiston Supervisor Fred Newlin agreed, saying it would not be a wise use of taxpayer money to 
clean-up at CWM while so many other public health concerns remain at the LOOW site.  
“There are so many concerns there that I think the CWM interests should certainly take a deep back seat to 
those,” he said.  
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Staigerwald, project manager from EA Engineering speaks a crowd at the Lewiston Senior Center. The Army 
Corps of Engineers and EA met with Lewiston residents to speak about the Lake Ontario Ordinance Works.
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